Promotions

2010/11 has been a relatively quiet year as most people have been gearing up to and working on the smooth running of the Nationals in Tasmania.
What has been most pleasing is the enthusiastic support given by members on any promotional occasion. Thank you.
President, Ian Smith organized a highly successful croquet session for children in the Southern Primary School Sports Association at the Friends School sports ground. Through the SPSSA the Mercury chose to publish a photo of New Town students playing indoor croquet.
The TCA executive funded my attendance to the Australian Womensport & Recreation Association Catalyst Project: Understanding New and Traditional Media and how you can use it to communicate with your target audience. Judy Goldman from Mediaways, Sydney spoke to some excellent overheads which shall be passed to the TCA Secretary for the next Promotions Convener. Participants were given a copy of Tasmanian Cricket Association Strategic Plan; a document I highly recommend to the TCA executive as a possible model. 
Each club has promoted croquet through events such as Come and Try days and Adult Ed. classes, both of which continue to be the most successful ways of recruiting new members. Northern Tasmanian clubs have had the support of their newspapers to highlight the vigorous activities undertaken and are to be congratulated on their efforts. 
In the south, the highlight of the year has been the combined Media and Mayoral Challenges held at New Town in March. The Media participants expressed preference for this time of year (a quiet time for both cricket and football) and enjoyed socializing with the mayors. The Mayoral Challenge was run as a doubles event this year - a better arrangement. Special thanks to the members of our Tasmanian team who were able to act as mentors for the participants.
I shall pass my e-promotions folder along with hard copy folders to the TCA Secretary for the next Promotions Convener.
Promotion for the Nationals through the media was attempted without a great deal of success. Meeting journalists face to face might help.
I am stepping down from this position as it merits 100% attention for it to be carried out well. It is an exciting and rewarding task. 
Recommendations 
1. Work on a strategic plan.
2. Update and constantly refresh our website. It is the window to croquet in Tasmania.
3. Provide updated leaflets for contacts and brief descriptions of games for clubs and other promotional venues. These can be copied free of charge at politicians’ offices.
4. Include the Promotions Convener at executive meetings.
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