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OFFICE BEARERS – 2010-2011
	President	Mr Ian smith
	Vice President	Mrs Pam Hamilton
	Honorary Secretary  	Mr Graeme Denehey
	Honorary Treasurer	Mr Rob McAdam
	Hon. Assistant Secretary	Ms Margaret Dunlop
	Hon. Auditor	Mr Edward Delahunty
	Northern Regional Council Representative	Dr Ian Scott
			
APPOINTMENTS
	State Director of Coaching	 Mrs Jenny Parrott
	State Director of Refereeing	 Mr Graeme Denehey
	Competition Secretary	 Mrs Peggy Roberts
	Gazette Correspondent	 Mrs Emily Ardley
	Tassie Tales Editor	 vacant
	State Handicapper	 Mr Rob McAdam	
	AC Selection Committee (3)	Mrs Pam Hamilton, Mrs Peggy Roberts
	  	& Mrs Brenda Roberts
	Director of Golf Croquet	 Ms Patsy Paine
	GC Selection Committee  	Ms Patsy Paine, Mr Henry Burbury and Mrs Jenny Parrott
Convenors of Sub-Committees
	Promotions	 Mrs Ricki Barrett
	Tournaments & Competitions	 Mr Henry Burbury
	Constitution	 vacant
	Examining Referees
	Mr Graeme Denehey,   Mr Michael McCarthy, Dr Ian Scott. 
	
	AFFILIATIONS	January 2010		January 2011
	Derwent Valley	10	10
	Devonport	36	42
	East Launceston	33	33
	Eastern Shore	45	42
	Kingston	42	37
	New Town	33	36
	Royal Park	44	46
	Sandy Bay	55	61
	St. Helens	29	29

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Total	327	336
Tasmanian Croquet Association Incorporated
Annual Report 2010 – 2011
The 2010 – 11 croquet year has come to an end and it is with pleasure and some relief that I present this annual report. The pleasure comes with knowing that we have completed a very satisfying, happy and successful year and relief that the Nationals were completed with no major problems.
As always there was great sadness at the loss of some of our croquet friends. The sudden deaths of Mavis Spaulding and Roger Bowles during the year shocked us all. Barbara Williamson, immediate past Treasurer of NRCC, also lost her battle with cancer. Apart from being wonderful people all had contributed enormously to the activities of the Association over many years.  They will be sadly missed by all of us.	
It has been evident to me as I have visited clubs that the more we play together (and against one another) in interclub events such as Twilights and Weekend “Carnivals”, pennants and competitions, the closer knit we become as a community. I have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunities to socialise and play and know that those who are able to take up these opportunities enjoy them too. Harmony between clubs and players is the key ingredient to a happy Association. Let’s all pull together.
Events around the State are having a wonderful effect on developing   State unity. The Devonport Weekend in January, the Golf Croquet Weekend at St Helens in July and the Wheeler Doubles Hi/Lo at St Leonards in April are all great reasons to travel within the State to play croquet. Make the most of it.
What follows contains a summary of some of the details from sub-committee reports together with my own comments. The full details in reports can be read on the web site.
AC National Championships, Hobart, March 2011
I hope everyone had a chance to read a copy of my Thank You letter to all members, immediately following the Nationals. No doubt I have missed someone. If so, please accept my apologies and thanks anyway. The smooth running of the event was due to the enormous effort made by everyone to ensure that their allotted tasks were done with efficiency, flair and friendliness. Indeed many of our interstate visitors commented on the friendliness of “The Locals”. All participating clubs should have received nice little dividends toward club coffers and well earned they were too! Thanks also to the organising committee for the time put into numerous meetings and doing preparatory tasks.
Unfortunately, due to ACA rules for the way matches are allocated, it was impossible for the Tassie team to play at each venue. This caused of some angst, but there was nothing we could do. 
I know we have said it before but a huge “congratulations” must go to the Northern Clubs, the Launceston City Council and Sport and Recreation, and especially to Ian Scott, for the way St Leonards was prepared and presented. It truly was (and is) a superb venue.
On the playing side, our Tassie team was placed sixth out of six as usual but this year had its best (un-assisted) result. Rob McAdam did a great job as captain and Sue Beattie with 8 singles and 2 doubles wins and Elaine Roomes with 5 and 1 were our standouts. All players either posted wins or had chances to post wins and, but for lack of big time competition, we could have won many more games. The impression I got was that we were not that far away from recording our first ever match win. Certainly the coaching and training has payed off and with more of this before next year we could be up there with WA, SA and Queensland.	Well done everyone.
Association Croquet National Handicaps
In October we had the opportunity to have a preview of the big event by running the National Handicap Singles and Doubles events. These drew very little interest from the mainland (only 6 interstate entries) but we had a good local field. Everyone who took part thoroughly enjoyed it and it was pleasing to have our Kath Lines be half of the winning doubles team and of course Bob Beattie winning the singles. There is a move within ACA to discontinue this event in the future but  Tassie will host it again in 2011 in Launceston. So book it into your calendar from 24-30  October now.
Golf Croquet National Championships 
Our team of 10, under the leadership of Patsy Paine, put up some valiant efforts on the Sunshine Coast in September. Geoff Kingdon represented the State in the Gold Medal, finishing 6th and made the final 16 in the Men’s Open. Pam Hamilton, Lee Turner and Patsy made the final 32 of the Women’s.
Though we were placed 6th in the Interstate Shield overall our 9 match wins was three times as good as last year. Well done!!!!
Tournaments and Competitions
Nineteen days of tournaments throughout the year seemed a lot, but this year with individual clubs being responsible for the total organisation of an event, it seemed to all go very smoothly.
Entry numbers were about normal but still lower than we would like so please give consideration to having a go and enjoying the challenge.
The advent of the St Leonards venue should present new opportunities to have some different events and arrangements – watch this space!  One such event was the Wheeler Doubles which was held in April. It is a Hi-Lo doubles in which players have a new partner each game. Great fun. The Hi winner was organiser Ian Scott and the Lo winner was Stephen  Anderson  from Devonport.
Peggy Roberts has been our Tournament Secretary for eight years and has now decided it is time to take a break. Her work has been outstanding and our special thanks go to her for her commitment and hard work.
Henry Burbury, with specialist help from Mr Croquet (alias Graeme Denehey), has done a great job as convenor. Thanks Henry.

Croquet Tasmania Prizewinners  2010-2011

Association Open Singles Championship of Tasmania 
Winner:  	Rob McAdam (Kingston)
Runner-up:     	Bob Bye  (Sandy Bay)
Open Singles Championship “Y” Event 
Winner:	Bob Beattie     (Kingston)
Doubles Championship of Tasmania 
Winners:   	John and Helen Philpott   (Queensland)
Runners-up:   	 Sue & Bob Beattie  (Kingston)
Ladies Championship of Tasmania 
Winner: 	Sue Beattie     (Kingston)
Runner up:	Claire Bamford       (Kingston)
Men’s Championship of Tasmania 
Winner:	David Wise        (SA )
Runner up:	Bob Bye(Sandy Bay
Singles Handicap of Tasmania  0-10
 Winner:	Peter Rich	(Kingston)
Runner-up:	Pam Hamilton(Eastern Shore)
Singles Championship 10-20 
Winner:	Chester Lovell (Kingston)
Runner up:	Gwen Denehey  (Kingston)
Singles Handicap  10-16
Winner:  	Henry Burbury (New Town)
Runner up:  	Ricki Barrett (Sandy Bay)
Singles Championship 18 - 20 	
Winner :          	Daryl Jacobs   (Eastern Shore)
 Singles Handicap 18-20 	
Winner:  	P.McCulloch (Sandy Bay)
Runner up:  	B. Stafford (Sandy Bay)
All Divisions Doubles Handicap      
Winners :       	Kath Lines (Kingston)  & Cliff Fleming  (Devonport)
Runners-up:  	Bob Bye & Tony Hocking (Sandy Bay)
B division Doubles
Winners: 	Chester and Heather Lovell 
Runners up	Gwen Denehey and Val Clauson (Kingston)
TCA Classic   Winner: 	Callum Hyland  (Sandy Bay)
Runner up	Rob McAdam (Kingston)
TASMANIAN  MEDALS	 
Gold Medal	Sue Beattie (Kingston)
Silver Medal	 Elizabeth Smith  (Eastern Shore)
Bronze Medal   	Heather Lovell(Kingston)
Southern Spring Pennants
Div.A:    	KINGSTON,
Div.  B:  	EASTERN SHOR
Div.   C:   	SANDY BAY
Aggregate Shield :  	KINGSTON
NRCC Championships
Div. A: 	Ian Walker
 Div. B:  	Karen Boswell
Div. C: 	Peter Clements
Novice:  	Sylvia Wing
NRCC Knockout
Singles:  	Robert Godfrey
Doubles:  	Ian Scott & Kaye Jeffery
Hi / Lo Wheeler Doubles:	Ian Scott & Stephen Anderson
NRCC Association Pennants
Div.A: 	Devonport
 Div. B: 	Royal Park Div.C:  Devonport
Tasmanian Golf Croquet Championship
Winner:	Sue Beattie  (Kingston)
Runner-up:	Henry Burbury( New Town)
Tasmanian Golf Croquet Handicap
Winner	Pam Hamilton  (Eastern Shore)
Runner-up	Sue Beattie  (Kingston)
Southern Golf Croquet Pennants
Spring:  	Kingston Blue birds
Summer:  	Eastern Shore Devils
NRCC Golf Croquet Pennant	Devonport Devils


Pennants:
Pennants in the south went smoothly despite the interruption caused by the National Handicaps and Jenny Parrott and Sheena Sims deserve our thanks for their hard work in organising rosters and recording results. The three division format seems to suit our numbers so is likely to be maintained. See above for results.
NRCC Report:
Pennants in both Association and Golf were well subscribed and popular. It is great to see teams moving between Launceston and Devonport. It is hoped that with the new lawns at St Leonards there will be more entries into competitions next season.
The exciting news of course is that a new club is to be created at St Leonards and a steering committee has been elected to ensure that all the details necessary are seen to. This will mean that a sub –committee of Northern clubs will manage the new centre and a self-contained club will be able to use the facilities under a lease arrangement.
We wish Launceston players all the best of luck with this exciting new venture.
 Golf Croquet
A rapid increase in the number of players involved in Golf Croquet is starting to put pressure on club facilities. This quick fire, fun and very social game has great appeal as it can be played with satisfaction within minutes of first picking up a mallet yet demands interesting strategies. It is a great Social Weekend game, as shown by the wonderful time enjoyed at St Helens by 43 players at the inaugural event in July. Consider a trip to the East Coast this winter!
Pennants in both the North and the South are well supported and the State Team has had mixed success. The State tournaments are now attracting some of our top association players and of course Sue Beattie continues to be our shining light on the National scene .
16 players contested the State Handicap event and 26 the Tas. Championship at the new Northern Tasmania Croquet Centre where the availability of six lawns made the organisation “effortless” (to quote Patsy) despite the weather.
Patsy was able to organise the Plate event on a Flexible Swiss format (having learnt all about it during the Men’s Nationals). It is a great way to play such an event and we a looking to use it more. In this type of organisation all players wishing to play in the plate, having been eliminated from a knockout championship, continue to play one another as and when they and lawns become available until a final 4 or 8 are decided. These players then play semis and finals to get a result. It is very easy!!
Patsy has recommended that a Champion of Champions event may be an interesting event where club champions for the year be invited to play off for the title. This has also been suggested for Association by at least two clubs.
Refereeing
We currently have 31 Association Referees and 15  Umpires and another 15 Golf Croquet Referees. However these numbers are deceptive and insufficient to adequately supervise matches during competitions because of people being unavailable at the time  for a myriad of reasons. Graeme Denehey and Michael McCarthy have given selflessly of their time to run reaccreditation sessions and do examinations, but we need a lot more players to commit to becoming qualified. This will make the job of Tournament Managers much less stressful.
Anyone who plays any competition should consider becoming qualified. It is not particularly difficult as we should know the rules if we play anyway. This can be done by contacting Graeme for copies of practise exam papers and law books. The more referees we have, the less each person will be required to do.
As always there has been controversy over the new international ruling on the role of “inactive referees”. No doubt this will be discussed at ACA level and some sensible resolution made. In the meantime Graeme is recommending that we continue to use “Supervisory Referees” for local Competitions.
Thanks to all umpires and referees for their help and commitment during the season.

Promotions Report
Preparations for the Nationals caused this to be a quiet year for promotions yet good support was seen when promotions events have been held.
The biggest event was the Primary Schools Winter Carnival where we had 7 schools provide teams to play in a round robin event at the Friends School hockey oval. All clubs sent helpers (Thank You) and a great time was had by the children. It has created considerable interest and since then I have run a session for Physical Education staff from a number of schools and will doubtless get some calls soon to run sessions in schools.
Come and Try events and Adult Ed courses have continued to draw interest and as a consequence quite a number of new members have been registered. Great news.
Media coverage continues to be a problem with Southern media outlets showing reluctant interest. In the North however, particularly during the Nationals and because of the investment in the new centre, we have had much better publicity. This has included full colour, full page photos and articles, TV interviews and  a half hour radio slot. Well done “The North”.
Ricki Barrett has worked tirelessly to encourage interest and participation in the Media Challenge and the Mayoral Challenge. By finally combining them on the one day, in March, a much more interesting and social event was enjoyed with Hobart’s Lord Mayor being an excited winner. The support of the Tassie team members who came along as mentors and “coaches” was much appreciated.
Ricki has other tasks this year and so we need a new promotions officer. Our thanks go to her for the enthusiasm she has brought to the job over the past few years and for her tenacity in pursuing  publicity for the sport.
Handicapping
Rob McAdam reports a smooth year with respect to handicapping with the introduction of immediate handicap changes causing no difficulties. Elaine Roomes as Webmaster (sorry Webperson) has done a great job in support, keeping everything up to date. This has been made possible by clubs regularly keeping the handicapper informed. Thank you everyone.
Now is the time to look at all club members’ handicaps and check to see if adjustment should be made and new members added. This applies to both Association and Golf Croquet.
Rob McAdam is going to take a bit more of a back seat so we hope a new State Handicapper will appear. Thank you Rob for all your work over many years.
Coaching
Jenny Parrott has been very active in arranging coaching sessions this year in conjunction with Rob McAdam . The State team , together with many up and coming players, ran a series of self coaching sessions  and Liz & Bruce Fleming supported us with really valuable and intensive sessions. 
David Wise conducted a session for Div 3 & 4 players and those who made the effort to attend gained valuable instruction.
Again we have the problem of a lack of numbers of qualified coaches. We have plenty of people who are capable, but not many who have completed the paper work. Please give it consideration.
Appreciation
In concluding this annual report I would be remiss if I did not specifically thank your Executive Committee for their work in looking after the affairs of the Association throughout the year. Many meetings have been necessary because of our busy schedule. All have worked tirelessly.
Rob McAdam is this year retiring as Treasurer. This is a job Rob has done for many years and the finances of the Association have been in good hands. Thank you Rob for a great effort.
Pam Hamilton is taking a well earned break from the Executive , having been Vice President for at least the last two years and on the Executive forever!
Ian Scott for his vision and leadership in the North has earned our admiration and congratulations and our thanks also go to Marg Dunlop for background assistance to Graeme Denehey as and when required.
All sub-committee convenors have done an excellent job with their allotted tasks. So thank you to Henry Burbury,     Jenny  Parrott,   Emily  Ardley,   Ricki  Barrett,   Rob  McAdam,   Patsy  Paine  and Peggy  Roberts. 

Finally, once again Mr Croquet, Graeme Denehey, has been the backbone who has kept us all going in the right direction. Without his deep knowledge and understanding of the administrative needs of our sport we would not be in such a sound position. I have indeed been lucky as President to have such a wonderful Secretary. Be warned, Graeme can’t do it forever. He would love an understudy. Any volunteers?
Graeme, we all thank you with great appreciation for what you have done for us.
Enjoy the winter break and some informal competitions and get prepared for the new season.
We look forward to 2011-12.
Thank you for the honour of representing you as President of Croquet Tasmania.
 
Ian Smith
President.
